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The Natural History of Disease (Disease Stages)
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APPARENTLY WELL POPULATION
(Well persons plus those with undiagnosed disease)

Population To Be Tested
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and Health Service usage CONTROL
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Figure 1 Screening study—overall plan. NB. N is the total number present at a particular point in time INVITED for screening.
Changes reflect deaths, departures and administrative difficulties
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The natural history of a disease

Early Usual
Biological diagnosis clinical
onset possible diagnosis

CP1 CP 2 CP3

Critical Point Critical Point
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Essential epidemiology : an introduction for students and health professionals / Penny Webb and Chris Bain. — 2nd ed. 1%
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O “Healthy Sample”
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Target Disorder

True +
Test = True -
a+c b+d

screening




Target Disorder

Present | Abcent

screening
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Sensitivity=a/(a+c)
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Positivity in the presence
of the target disorder
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Negativity in the absence
of the target disorder



PPV & NPV Betr It
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